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English:

I would like to introduce the Tai Hang fire dragon dance. As the name implies, it is a tradition
originated from Tai Hang, which was listed in the National Intangible Cultural Heritage list in
2011. It is said that in 1880, a typhoon hit Tai Hang Village one night before the Mid-Autumn
Festival. A python entered the village and ate their livestock. The villagers worked together
and killed it in a shabby house. However, the next day, the typhoon was gone but the body
of the python disappeared. Then an plague broke out in the village and many villagers died.
At that time the head of the village said bodhisattva came to his dream and told that said in
the Mid-Autumn Festival, people should stage a fire dragon dance parade around the village,



and set out firecrackers, so that it could drive off the plague. In addition, firecrackers contain
sulfur to rid of the plague. The villagers were very happy to learn this method. From then on,
the dragon dance has become a tradition around the village. The fire dragon dance starts
around 6p.m. In the lotus temple at Tai Hang, the villager will paint the eyes of the dragon,
which is called "waak lung dim zing" in Chinese. Around 7p.m., incense will be burned at
Ormsby Street to worship the fire dragon. The parade runs starts from Wun Sha Street where
the dragon blesses the visitors and get the “dragon cake”. According to the tradition, it goes
via Wun Sha Street, Sun Chun Street, Sun Chun Street, Shepherd Street, King Street, School
Street, etc. Afterwards, the fire dragon will return to Wun Sha Street to get the burnt-out
incense out. and give the incense sticks to the villages and visitors. After re-burning new
incense, the dance at Wun Sha Street goes until 10pm or so. The dance includes 3 movement:;
"Bridge-crossing”, "Double-pillar Mount™ and "the Circling ". Since 2010, the Fire Dragon
dance have been performed nearby Victoria Park at Mid-Autumn Lantern Displays & Carnival,
when it comes around 10pm on the Mid-Autumn Day. In the past, after the festival, it was
customary to throw the dragon into Causeway Bay from the Typhoon Shelter, which was a
ritual known as “Dragon Returning to Heaven”. However, in recent years, in order to avoid
polluting the sea water, the dragon is sent to the incinerator by truck at night and changed
the ritual into “Dragon in Heaven”.



